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FINAL ARCHITECTURE PROJECT 
‘The Canopies of the City’

-  Fine Arts University Campus

CONCEPT 
 
Inspired by the movement and structure of falling autumn leaves and urban 
tree canopies, this project explores how lightweight architectural forms can 
create sheltered public space within the city.

DESIGN FEATURES
 

- Organic layered canopy structures 
- Corten steel provides warm rusted tones reflect the colours of autumn foliage, blending 

with the surrounding trees. 
- The material’s natural patina develops over time, reinforcing the project’s connection to 

seasonal change and the natural landscape.
- ‘Peeled’ back skylights, reflecting the curl and cracks in an autumn leaf.

Desired usage illustrations - setting the scene

Concept development - from studying the autumn leaf, to creating forms

Concept model - rustic / peeling / canopy

Programme model of the proposed ‘canopies of 
the city’ fine arts campus



FINAL ARCHITECTURE PROJECT 
‘The Canopies of the City’

-  Fine Arts University Campus
Part modelPart plan & section CAD drawing

Sketchup model elevation

Section illustration

Serial visions - a journey through campus

The atmosphere of the fine arts university is shaped by 
creativity, collaboration, and connection. Flexible studio spaces 
support both individual work and group discussion, while a 
perforated Corten steel screen subtly defines zones without 
restricting openness.  

A central atrium organises circulation through a branching 
arrangement inspired by “the canopies of the city,” visually 
connecting multiple levels. Varying building heights reflect 
surrounding tree canopies, while a continuous wrapping 
balcony blurs the boundary between interior and exterior. 
Together, these elements create a nature-inspired environment 
that encourages creative exploration and exchange.



Peace Pavilion
-LO1&2 design

-Leah Atkinson, 2307175

Pavilion 1:50 plan drawing

Pavilion 1:50 section drawing

Pavilion sketchup model

Peace pavilion intended uses:
BY DAY
-It can be used for fitness classes, such as yoga and pilates. Equipment can be stored in the storage 
units either side of the kitchenette entrance from inside the pavilion (placement shown in the plan 
render of the pavilion being used).
-It could be used a a place for learning for children/or in general for people to gain extended knowl-
edge of the site and its wildlife, for example it could hold a nature club for children or even adults.
-It could be used as an extended gallery to the one in Upton Country Park house, however due to the 
wall to ceiling windows around the pavilion, depending on what is showcased, it would be best to not 
leave the art out there for long to eliminate possible sun damage to the art.
-When not being used for activities, it can be a sheltered place for the public to chill out or have 
picnics in, encouraging more people to enjoy days at the country park.
-The kitchenette is to be used as a coffee and herbal tea shop, with a range of herbal teas with dif-
ferent benefits, for example chamomile tea to promote relaxation, keeping to the ‘peaceful’ theme.

BY NIGHT
-The dome can be used for sheltered star gazing, where people can either lay down on mats and look out 
the dome, or bring their own telescpoe.
-The pavilion could potentially hold small gatherings during summer evenings.

BY DAY example use
-yoga

BY NIGHT example use
-star gazing

Render showing example use

Render showing glulam parts 
when open

Render showing materials

The peace pavilion has been designed to provide Holes Bay a place mainly to relax through yoga classes and grab ‘relaxing’ herbal teas. The pavilion 
allows you to feel connected to nature without being completely immersed in nature, where weather can disrupt such activities and where you would be 
exposed to the eye of those walking past. 
This concept links to the sauna retreat designed just a few metres away from the peace pavilion, so that people can take a yoga class and reconnect 
with themselves and nature (from the views to the opening glulam beams, providing a multi-sensory experience), and then after enjoy a herbal tea and 
take the relaxtion further by going in the sauna. 
I took inspiration from the Body, Memory, and Architecture book by Kent C. Bloomer and Charles W. Moore, as the book states ‘Yet at its beginnings 
all architecture derived from this body-centered sense of space and place. Mircea Eliade in many of his works, describes how peoples perform ritual 
acts and make buildings in a manner which carefully emulates, and gains its power, from the primordial acts and constructions’(Bloomer, Kent C, 1977, 
p.5), by designing my pavilion in such a way for activities like yoga that provide a multi-sensory experience, helping one feel relaxed and connected 
to nature, not just from walking within the counrty park.

Reference list:
Quote:
Bloomer, Kent.C. and Moore, Charles.W. (1977). Body, Memory, and Architecture. [online] Yale University: New Haven and London: Yale University 
Press, p.5. Available at: https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=riVjgRj6yygC&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&q&f=false [Accessed 29 May 2024].
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CONCEPT 
 
A woodland pavilion designed to promote relaxation, mindfulness and 
community activity within the natural setting of Holes Bay.

DESIGN FEATURES
 

- Twisting glulam timber structure inspired by organic growth patterns 
- Adjustable beams allow natural ventilation and light control 

- Open pavilion layout supporting yoga, workshops and gatherings 
- Dome structure designed for night-time stargazing

ARCHITECTURE PROJECT 
‘The Peace Pavilion’

Concept model development, with structural consideration Door handle concept 
derived from near by lake 
ripples

Plan view showing yoga/cafe usage, with 
demonstration of opening beams

Internal usage illustrations



CONCEPT 
 
A rammed earth art block, positioned aligning the 
trees, where they are emerged into the nature to 
provoke creativity and improved education.

DESIGN FEATURES
 

- Circular rammed earth blocks, varying in size, aiming to encourage 
learning/creating together, without any corners to hide. 

- Ramped walkway around the blocks for nature emergion and passageways 
between blocks.

- Classroom terraces for outdoor actiivities.

Concept model

Plan drawings

Side section drawing

Front elevation drawing

ARCHITECTURE PROJECT 
‘The Urban Art Blocks’



FUJI KINDERGARTEN, TOKYO, JAPANFUJI KINDERGARTEN, TOKYO, JAPAN 
BY TEZU�  ARCHITECTSBY TEZU�  ARCHITECTS

Fuji Kindergarten traced plan, scale= 1:200

Fuji Kindergarten in Japan is a great example of a learning environment that 
doesn’t kill creativity. Designed by Tezuka Architects in 2007, who aim to design not just ar-
chitecture, but hopes to change the world for the better through their architecture. Its innovative 
architectural design provides an immersive and stimulating learning environment for around 500 
children ages 4-6. It has a balance of practicality and fun. Incorporating 3 semi-mature Zelkova 
trees avoided stripping even more greenery in the area and provides children direct access to 
nature, within the classroom and outside where they can play in the trees on the roof terrace. The 
Kindergarten’s open layout and direct access to nature creates a space that encourages explora-
tion, creativity and a connection with the surrounding landscape.

The building is an oval structure that promotes a sense of community and interaction among the 
children, teachers and parents. The unique shape eliminates the conventional barriers around 
traditional schools, allowing for flexible and strong framework, aiming to encourage freedom and 
independence in the kids.

This circular shape creates a central activity outdoor space with playground aspects, where chil-
dren can even get down from the roof terrace using a slide. A key design influence on the oval 
shape was that a circular design helps the children burn energy as children often run in circles 
throughout the day whilst playing. The children often do around 5 laps of the school a day during 
playtime; making it easier for the teachers to manage 500 young kids. The design encourages 
social interactions, collaborative learning, and a sense of belonging, essential elements in early 
childhood development as explained by Robinson in the Ted talk.

Large glass windows and sliding doors surround the kindergartens walls, inviting natural light 
and fresh air into the space, blurring the boundaries between inside and out. These sliding timber 
screens can be fully retracted up to 8 months of the year. The kindergarten only has 5 rooms, with 
low-level screens for subdivision, allowing sound and smells to flow freely throughout the space, 
creating a sensory stimulating area. producing an ordered state of chaos, rather than impractical-
ity, which is proven to train and strengthen a child’s concentration in the long run. This design 
choice reflects a commitment to creating a stimulating environment, inspiring curiosity and 
exploration, as well as fostering an organic relationship with nature.

The grounds are thoughtfully designed to incorporate various natural elements, including 
gardens where the children can help grow plants and vegetables, grassy play areas and trees, 
in which the children can closely observe seasonal changes and learn about ecosystems, whilst 
providing light and good quality air into the environment. There are also outdoor taps for the 
children, providing stimulating activities, where they can experiment and develop problem solv-
ing skills, all within a recycled water system.

Fuji Kindergarten’s free architectural design and direct access to outdoor spaces and incorpo-
ration of natural elements like trees, create a unique and enriching learning environment. By 
encouraging a strong connection to nature and exploration, the kindergarten supports academic 
learning and nurtures emotional and social development, preparing the children for their future. 
This approach on a learning environment has become a model for innovative early childhood 
education.

Fuji Kindergarten rendered traced plan, scale= 1:500

Fuji Kindergarten section model, scale= 1:100

Leah Atkinson, 2307175

Fuji Kindergarten traced elevation, scale= 1:500

Spring/summer render:

Autumn render:

Winter render:

Fuji Kindergarten’s Zelkova trees are a key aspect in the design of this school, that inspires 
creativity and learning, whilst providing direct acces to nature for students to play within. The 
students can directly learn about nature and what phases nature goes through looks like, due to 
the classrooms being designed around the trees, they are constantly exposed to the trees, experi-
encing them change everyday throughout the seasons. This is why I have chosen to display how 
the school looks through the seasons through drawings to further express the importance of 
these trees within the school. Since not only are the students able to play in the trees, but they can 
learn from them and gain other benefits such as, natural ventilation, improved well-being and 
cognitive fuction, also improving creativity.

Image reference list:
Images 1-3:
TEZUKA ARCHITECTS. (2007). Fuji Kindergarten | Educational Buildings. [online image]. Available from: http://www.tezuka-arch.com/english/works/education/fujiyochien/ [Accessed 20 October 2024]. 

*All the other images have been drawn/photographed by the author: 
Atkinson, L. (2024). Fuji Kindergarten Design Work. Leah Atkinson.

1

2

3

‘Autumn’/evening visualistation:

Fuji Kindergarten site plan, scale= 1:1000Key:

      Main roads outside the             
school

            Shcool site

            Trees on site

            Courtyard space

Fuji Kindergarten 
section drawing, 
showing the kin-
dergarten in use:

*Not drawn to 
scale

Fuji Kindergarten - Tokyo - Tezuka Architects 
 
This precedent study explored how architectural design can 
encourage creativity, movement and interaction in educational 
environments.

Key observations: 
 
- Circular building form encourages movement and play 
- Integration of existing trees connects children with nature 
- Open classroom layout promotes collaboration and sensory stimulation 
- Flexible sliding screens blur boundaries between interior and exterior

Jeanne d’Arc Nursery - France 
 
This precedent study examined how contemporary 
nursery architecture can create stimulating learning 
environments while maintaining safety and comfort for 
young children.
 
 
Focus areas included: 
- Spatial organisation and circulation 
- Use of natural light and outdoor space 
- Child-centred scale and materials

Drawings and models were produced in both studies 
to analyse spatial organisation, circulation and 

environmental design strategies.

ARCHITECTURE PROJECT 
Precedent Studies

Part model

Internal sketch

Front elevation & Part wall section



PRODUCT DESIGN PROJECT 
‘The Commute Bag’

CONCEPT
 
A commuter bag designed for people who work while travelling, 
providing a portable workspace that can be used when seated or 
standing.

DESIGN FEATURES 
 
- Integrated pull-out mini desk for laptop or 
tablet use 
- Designed to be worn front or side-facing for 
accessibility 
- Allows commuters to work comfortably in 
crowded spaces 
- Compact form maintaining everyday 
practicality

*Google Image displaying current issue

*

Design process Bag pattern production Final model



OBSERVATIONAL ARTWORK 
 
A collection of personal drawings and paintings exploring light, texture and form. 
 
These works support my design practice by strengthening visual observation, 
composition and material understanding. 
 
Media - Watercolour | Pencil | Ink

Silly cartoons
- Fine liner

Shocked old man
- Pencil

Abstract tiger
- Watercolour

Sketch of my own hand
- Pencil

Depiction of urban decay
- Mixed media

Boat house
- Watercolour

Street observation
- Pen



OBSERVATIONAL ARTWORK 
 
A collection of personal drawings exploring light, texture and form. 
 
These works support my design practice by strengthening visual observation, 
composition and material understanding. 
 
Media - Pencil | Ink

Leopards roar
- Pencil

Winter birdy
- Pencil

Dark swan
- Pencil

Vase of flowers
- Pencil

Silenced
- Fine liner

Silly cow
- Fine liner

Silly cartoons pt.2
- Fine liner

Silly cartoons pt.3
- Fine liner


